
The European Commission's focused actions 
to combat violence against women

Anne van Nistelrooij

DG Justice and Consumers

European Commission



Priority 4: "Dignity, integrity 
and combating gender-based 
violence" 

Combating gender-based 
violence and protecting and 
supporting victims







EUR 225 837 418 768 
per year

• 12% lost output to the economy 
as a result of injuries

• 30% services (especially 
criminal justice)

• Almost 50% physical and 
emotional impact

• Only 3% specialised services to 
mitigate harms and prevent 
repetition
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84% of citizens believe domestic violence 
against women should be punished by law
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15% agree domestic violence is a private matter 
that should be handled within the family 
although this varies by Member State 
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Almost one quarter of respondents know 
someone amongst friends or family who has 
been a victim of domestic violence 
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Almost three quarters are aware of support 
services but this varies by Member State



More than a quarter say having sexual 
intercourse without consent is not justified in a 
range of circumstances 





2017: Focused Actions to combat 
violence against women

� Funding to support national information, awareness-raising
and education activities aimed at preventing and combating
violence against women

� Funding for transnational projects by civil society
organisations, local authorities, universities and other
stakeholders

� European "umbrella" activities including Eurobarometer on
gender-based violence, social media campaign, exchanges
of good practice, Maltese Presidency conference on violence
against women, mainstreaming in other policy areas








